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Dual Credit Overview

What is Dual Credit? A system under which an eligible high school 
student enrolls in college course(s) and receives credit for the course(s) 
from both the college and the high school.

What courses are eligible?
1) Those in the core curriculum of the public institution of higher 

education providing the credit; 
2) a career and technical education course; or 
3) a foreign language course. 

*No developmental education or remedial courses can be offered for dual credit.



Dual Credit Overview (cont.)

Exception -

An Early College Program Course…

• Any college course for dual credit offered as part of an early college 
program must be a core curriculum course of the public institution of 
higher education providing the credit, a career and technical 
education course, a foreign language course, or course that satisfies 
specific degree plan requirements leading to the completion of a 
Board approved certificate, AA, AS, AAS degree program, or FOS.



Dual Credit Eligibility
Student Eligibility –

Demonstration of college readiness via TSIA or through an exemption.

o ACT
o SAT
o Algebra II STARR EOC
o English III STAAR EOC

Other option – use a waiver to satisfy dual credit eligibility requirements (not college readiness)

o English II STAAR EOC
o Algebra I STAAR EOC (plus passing grade in Algebra II course)
o PSAT/NMSQT

Not required for dual credit courses contained in a Workforce Education Level 1 Certificate.

Covid-19-related TSI Changes



Dual Credit Eligibility (cont.)



Covid-19 TSI Exemption



Dual Credit – Instructional Requirements

Curriculum

• The college must ensure that a dual credit course and the corresponding 
course offered at the main campus of the college are equivalent with 
respect to curriculum, materials, instruction, and method/rigor of student 
evaluation.

Faculty

• Faculty must meet the same standards and approval procedures used by 
the college to select faculty responsible for teaching the same courses at 
the main campus of the college. 

• The college shall supervise and evaluate instructors of dual credit 
courses using the same procedures used for faculty at the main campus 
of the college.



Dual Credit – Credentialing

Who is eligible to teach?

Academic Transfer – Master’s degree with at least 18 graduate 
hours in the teaching discipline.

Career and Technical Education – Either a bachelor’s degree in 
the teaching discipline or an associate’s degree with 
demonstrated competencies in the discipline.



Career and Technical Education

Articulated Credit vs. Dual Credit
- Cost

- Immediately Transcripted

- Transferable

Summer Workshops and On-Campus Training
• During workshops, technical program coordinators and faculty provide teachers a list of 

sequential courses, which will count toward program certificate/degree.

• Technical program coordinators and faculty provide course content for every course that 
an instructor has been approved to teach, in order to guarantee course equivalency.

• Dual Credit instructors must teach college-level material and cover all required content, 
preparing students for more advanced courses, following high school graduation.



Academic Advising

2020-2021 – hosted advising sessions for over 260 students.

Seniors were contacted towards the end of the spring semester and offered 
an SPC transition session!

• New instructional plans are being posted to SPC’s dual credit webpage.

• They can be found on under our “Partner High Schools” tab, on our 
website!

• Career Coach

http://www.southplainscollege.edu/admission-aid/apply/dualcredit/CoursesHighSchool.php
https://southplainscollege.emsicc.com/?radius=10%20miles&region=Levelland,%20TX


Degree Requirements
Common Core – 42 semester credit hours that fulfill the general education requirements of degree 
programs on the associate degree or baccalaureate degree levels.

Core for an Associate of Arts Degree Seeker:

Communications Component Area (6 Hours) - ENGL 1301 & 1302

Mathematics (3 Hours)

Life & Physical Science (6 Hours)

Language, Philosophy & Culture (3 Hours)

Creative Arts (3 Hours)

American History (6 Hours)

Government (6 Hours)

Social/Behavioral Science (3 Hours)

Institutional Option (6 Hours)

Additional Requirements

PE (2 Hours)

Electives (16 Hours)



Degree Requirements (cont.)



Instructional Plans



Degree Requirements (cont.)

Difference between the Associate of Arts & Associate of Science?

Associate of Science requires an additional Mathematics course (for 6 total 
hours) and eight hours of Lab Sciences (traditionally designed for STEM 
majors). 

The Associate of Science degree only allows 11 hours of elective credit –
normally reserved for advanced math or science coursework.

One of the most difficult areas to navigate – choosing the correct math 
class…





Dual Credit Orientation

For prospective and current dual credit students…

• Topics include: Strategies for success in the classroom, 
communicating with professors, choosing a major, navigating 
degree requirements and transferability and tips and tricks for 
working Blackboard & MySPC.



Recent changes…



The 86th Legislative Session…

SB 25 – Transfer/Advising/Dual Credit

- Recommended Course Sequences

- Reporting of Nontransferable Credit

- Dual Credit Degree Plan (this requirement is also found in SB 1324).

SB 1276 – Partnership Agreements

This bill expands on the details required for an agreement between a public school district 
and their dual credit provider.

HB 3650 – Use of Open Education Resources (OERs)

This bill requires any agreement made between a school district and a public institution of 
higher education to provide for a dual credit program to consider the use of free or low-cost 
open educational resources in courses offered under the dual credit (September 1, 2019).



The 87th Legislative Session…

SB 1277 – related to agreements between a school district and public 
institution of higher education on providing a dual credit program to high 
school students enrolled in the district.

- Program Goals

- Ensuring Quality and Rigor

- Advising Strategies & Support Services

- Endorsement Alignment

- Course Crosswalk

- Consider OER Usage



Changes For the 2021-2022 Academic Year

• Tuition Decrease

• Changes to Apply Texas

• Website Updates

• Online Course Redesign

• New ITV equipment

• ECHS Expansion

• New Dual Credit Advising Center

• New Dual Credit Advisor

• More Early Alert/Student Support Measures – Gradebooks, Blackboard 
Accessibility



Open Educational Resources (OERs) 

• Text & course materials that are free to students.

Courses adopting OER –

ECON 2301 & 2302

GEOG 1301 &1303

HIST 1302

KINE 1107

PSYC 2301 & 2314

• Instructions on how to access these free online textbooks/course materials will be in each student’s 
Blackboard on August 30th, when courses become available for the Fall 2021 semester. 



Disability Services

• Whether the student is taking the course in their own high school classroom, 
online, or at an SPC campus, the student must disclose their diagnosed 
disability(ies) to Disability Services in order to receive classroom 
accommodations.

• A school counselor or representative may assist in delivering the completed 
documentation and request form, but all documents MUST be signed and dated 
by the student.

• The dual credit student requesting accommodations is required to meet with 
Disability Services, in order to receive reasonable accommodations that are 
established for the student wanting to take college-level coursework. 

• Keep in mind - in college-level courses, curriculum cannot be modified for 
students with disabilities. Dual Credit students are expected to demonstrate the 
same level of understanding of all course material and meet the same minimum 
skill performance standards as every other student in the college class. High 
school IEPs nor 504 plans can be applied at the college level…



Business Office Updates

• Payment Plans
• $30 Non-refundable fee

• Payment Plans are not available after September 3rd

Option 1 –

25% down payment required on or before July 30th - with 25% due on September 17th, 
October 5th and November 5th

Option 2 -

50% down payment required between July 31st and September 2nd - with 25% due on 
October 5th and on November 5th



Business Office Updates (cont.)

Tuition Waivers –

• If eligible, these funds will cover the cost of dual credit tuition (but not books or supplies).  

For Foster Care & Adoption Waivers - students should submit their letter from Child    
Protective & Regulatory Service to the Dual Credit Office.  

For Hazlewood & Veterans’ Benefits, contact Ms. Vivian Sanchez in the Financial Aid Office 
at (806) 716-2361 or vsanchez@southplainscollege.edu.  

mailto:vsanchez@southplainscollege.edu


Business Office Updates (cont.)

Covering Student Costs –

• Sponsorship lists need to be submitted to Jessica Lopez (jmlopez@southplainscollege.edu) in the Business 
Office by Friday, August 20th

• Please include each student’s name, SPC ID number the course(s) they are enrolled in and the amount being 
covered by the district.

• Reminder – enrollment lists are available upon request!



Inclusive Access
• Text & course materials included in a student’s bill.

Used for the following courses –

ACCT-2301

BCIS-1305

BUSI-1301 

ENGL-1301, 1302 & 2332

HECO 1322

HIST 1301

HITT 1305

HUMA 1301 & 2323

SOCI 1301 & 2301 

SPCH 1315

• These materials will automatically appear in each student’s Blackboard, when their courses become available on August 30th. 

• So, no longer have the need for physical textbooks to be delivered or sent out via U.S. Mail.

• Students are allowed to opt-out by the 12th class day – September 15th



Dual Credit Stipends
• Faculty and counselor stipends are based on class enrollments as of the College’s official 

census date (the 12th class day) of each semester – September 15th for the Fall of 2021.

Reminder - new dual credit coordinators will need to complete a W-9 form.

Schools with multiple coordinators will have their stipend amount divided equally.

Enrollment Stipend

1-10 $100 

11-25 $150 

26-50 $200 

51-75 $300 

76-100 $400 

101-125 $500 

126-150 $600 

151-175 $700 

176-200 $800 

201-225 $900 

226-250 $1,000 



Registration Updates

August 30th - First day of class!

(Blackboard will be made available to students on this date).

September 3rd – Last day to add an ITV or online class.

September 7th - Dual Credit payment deadline.

September 15th - Last day to enroll in a dual credit course that’s being offered at a high school 

location. This date is also the 12th class day and serves as the College’s official census date. 

For students who register before August 30th - payment is due no later than close of business 

on August 30th.  

For students who register after August 30th - payment will be due that same day of 

registration. 



Scheduling Fall Classes

• Please let us know if you have course additions or deletions. 

• Please let us know if you have instructor changes.  

• Please let us know if any staff contact information needs to be 
updated or changed.



Last Year in Review

Over 2,600 students enrolled in dual credit coursework this Spring 
semester – more than 400 of those students were enrolled in CTE 
dual credit courses.

Honor Cords (awarded for completing 24 Dual Credit hours with SPC)

- SPC had 319 students receive dual credit honor cords in May 2021.

Associate Degree Completers

- 40 dual credit students received their Associate Degree during SPC’s 
commencement ceremony last May.



Dual Credit Outreach

Please contact the Dual Credit office to schedule:

• Parent Night Presentations

• Student Presentations

• Academic advising sessions

• Assistance with the SPC Admissions application

• Getting a Dual Credit table at your college fair!



Contact Us

Dual Credit Office Staff

Ryan Fitzgerald, Dean of Dual Enrollment & Distance Education

JimAnn Batenhorst, Dual Credit Coordinator

Christa Henley, Dual Credit Advisor

Arturo Martinez, Dual Credit Advisor

Vanessa Olivo, Dual Credit Specialist

Office: (806) 716-2340
Email: dualcredit@southplainscollege.edu

mailto:dualcredit@southplainscollege.edu

